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In so doing they have lightened the work of lawyers who 
must handle such problems, and it would ill become any one 
to dwell unduly upon defects which are inevitable in the 
case of hasty workmanship. 

R. P. R. 



A Digest of the Bankruptcy Decisions under the Na- 
tional Bankruptcy Act of 1898, Reported in the 
American Bankruptcy Reports, Volumes 1 to 14 in- 
clusive (1898-1906). By Melvin T. Bender and Harold 
J. Hinman, of the Albany (N. Y.) Bar. Pp. 560. Albany, 
N. Y. Matthew Bender & Company. 1906. 
The American Bar will undoubtedly be pleased to hear 
that through the efforts of Mr. Bender and Mr. Hinman they 
may now possess a satisfactory digest of the decisions reported 
in the American Bankruptcy Reports. The examination of 
the separate indexes of all the volumes is exceedingly cumber- 
some and inconvenient. The work involved in the prepara- 
tion of such a digest is one of considerable magnitude, and 
this appears to have been done most thoroughly and care- 
fully. 

The authors have divided the subject under the usual 
headings and arranged them in alphabetical order. Under 
each heading are cross references to other headings related 
to it. Also under each heading is an index of sections and 
their contents. It is therefore extremely easy to turn at 
once almost to the point in question. The text in the sections 
contains a short digest of the part or parts of the Bankruptcy 
Act relating to it and the interpretation of it by the Courts, 
citing the names of the cases, jurisdictions in which found, 
and where reported in the American Bankruptcy Reports. 
The book contains a very convenient and valuable table 
of sections of the Bankruptcy Act of 1898, with direct cita- 
tions to the decisions under them, so that knowing the sec- 
tions of the Act in issue, all decisions bearing on it are col- 
lected at hand. There is also a table of cases reported. 

The digest is both a good exposition of the Bankruptcy 
Act and an index to decisions, and should be of great value 
to lawyer and student. 

H. P. E. 



The Constitutional History of New York. In 5 Volumes. 

By Charles J. Lincoln. Lawyers' Cooperative Pub. Co., 

Rochester, N. Y. 

Mr. Lincoln may well say that his studies have covered a 
wide field, and the five volumes in which the result of these 
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studies appear are all needed to allow him to accomplish his 
object. In no merely perfunctory spirit has this object been 
apprehended or treated by Mr. Lincoln; he says, "I have 
tried to set in order the various elements of our constitu- 
tional history in their appropriate relations to one another, 
so that the reader may readily appreciate the continuity and 
the unity of our constitutional system I have, there- 
fore, studied man as well as measures, and have tried to 
discover the motives which prompted particular constitu- 
tional provisions. I have endeavored to put myself in the 
place of these men, and appreciate their point of view. One 
result of this method of studying the subject has been to give 
the book in many of its parts a personal quality." To say 
that to this "personal quality" the book owes the greater 
part of its value would be to underrate the other very valu- 
able elements in which it is so rich, but that quality is so rare 
in books of this sort that it would not be unjust to say that 
it gives to these volumes the finer part of their interest. 

The work is treated in periods, taking each movement for 
constitutional reform as a separate movement, and discus- 
sing first the preliminary agitation for revision, and so passing 
on to the work of the convention itself, and a considera- 
tion of the men taking part in the work and of the measures 
debated. A very valuable introduction gives an insight into 
the methods used in the book and to the mind of the man 
who uses them. Then follow, in the order named, the text 
of Magna Charta, the Charter of Liberties and Privileges, 
the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confedera- 
tion, the Constitution of the United States, and the four 
constitutions of New York with their amendments. The 
historical development of the constitutions of the State of 
New York follows, beginning with the colonial period — not 
of less interest in New York than elsewhere — and following 
the course of the constitutional history of the State as it was 
unfolded through nearly three centuries, and as it became 
crystallized into definite form in the four constitutions of 
the state in 1777, 1821, 1846, and 1894. Three volumes, 
filled with interest to the student of law, of history, of 
man and of politics, are needed to contain all this, without, 
as it appears, any addition of unnecessary matter or prolix- 
ity, even where a greater expansion might have been allow- 
able. The fourth volume is devoted to the Constitution 
of 1894, carefully and fully annotated, and accompanied 
by a valuable commentary, elucidating the meaning of many 
of the sections by means of the history of the clause and 
the feelings which actuated the men by whom the meas- 
ures were proposed and carried. The fifth volume contains 
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a table of statutes declared constitutional or unconstitutional, 
the table of cases, and indices. 

The mere enumeration of the contents of this very complete 
work shows how careful and ungrudging has been the labor, 
how thorough the attention paid to each detail of the work 
that was to be done. It is not probable that any one who 
has occasion to use this work will disappoint the hope ex- 
pressed by Mr. Lincoln when he says: "It is believed that 
with the foregoing synopsis, and the charter, constitutions, 
and amendments which follow this note, the reader will be 
able easily to trace the various steps that have marked the 
progress of constitutional government in New York." 

M. C. K. 



The Law of Automobiles. By Xenophon P. Huddy, 
L L. B. Matthew Bender & Co., Albany, N. Y. 1906. 

($3-5o.) 

Though the advent of the automobile is of recent date and 
there is therefore comparatively little law directly connected 
with it, nevertheless when one considers the firm place that 
these vehicles have taken in the affairs of the public, it is 
seen that some attempt should be made to bring the law as it 
has already been declared, and the statutes that have been 
passed, into a concise form where they will be easily accessible. 

Mr. Huddy has done this very successfully in his book 
on the automobile. In Part I he has considered the relation 
of the automobile to the law as it already exists, testing and 
discussing all the decisions in point that have been rendered 
in the various courts of the country thus far; Part II, consists 
of "a complete compilation of the automobile legislation in 
the United States and England, omitting local ordinances 
and regulations," (to use his own words). Part II is an 
excellent place of ready reference for one desiring information 
as to the statutory requirements of any State with respect 
to licenses, speed regulations, fees, brakes, bells, horns, 
lamps, and what not. 

Part II should be especially useful to the layman, as well 
as to the lawyer, while Part I also contains much matter of 
use and interest to the owner of an automobile, the chauffeur, 
or the garage-keeper, though necessarily containing some 
technical discussion which would be better understood and 
appreciated by the lawyer. 

Chapters I to III are devoted to general and historical 
considerations of the automobile together with its nature and 
status with regard to the law as it already exists. Chapters 



